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Introduction 
The apostle Paul, in this letter to the Romans, starting from chapter one tells us that the whole 
world has a serious problem. Here in Romans 3:10-20, he summarizes the nature of our problem. 
He tells us from these passages that, “We are sinners. We have sinned. We have fallen short of the 
glory of God. We have missed the mark. We have broken God’s law. We are guilty of sins of com-
mission and sins of omission. We do things we shouldn’t do, and we don’t do things we should do. 
We have sinned, and we are continuously falling short of the glory of God.”
Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
Paul wants us to understand that the whole world is guilty before God. There is none righteous, 
no not one. There is no difference between the Jews and the Gentiles. Because of our sins and 
guilt, we are all condemned to eternal punishment in hell. What makes our problem worse is that 
we cannot do anything to solve this problem. Please turn to ... 
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

But then, starting in Romans 3:21, the apostle Paul tells us the good news. 
Romans 3:21-31; Romans 4:1-8 

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23: For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God; 24: Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus: 25: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance 
of God; 26: To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus. 27: Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. 29: Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? 
Yes, of the Gentiles also: 30: Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, 
and uncircumcision through faith. 31: Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law. 



Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath 
found? 2: For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
3: For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for right-
eousness. 4: Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5: But to 
him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 6: Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God im-
puteth righteousness without works, 7: Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. 8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

Paul spent two and a half chapters to make sure that we understand what our problem is. He 
speaks about our problem, because no one will see the need to be justified until he sees himself 
as unrighteous and ungodly. He speaks about our problem, because before we can understand 
and truly appreciate the good news, we must understand the bad news. Having established what 
the bad news is, Paul begins to declare the good news. And what is the good news? The good 
news is that God whom we have offended and whose law we have broken is the same God who 
made a provision to solve our predicament. And he is telling us that justification is God’s an-
swer to that predicament.

Last Sunday, we looked at the Meaning of Justification and the Method of Justification, today I 
want you to consider with me the Means of Justification. But let’s review the Meaning and the 
Method of Justification quickly.

I – The Meaning of Justification 
What is Justification? 
Romans 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5: But to 
him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 6: Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God im-
puteth righteousness without works, 7: Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. 8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

Justification is a legal word, wherein a person accused is declared righteous. Now, in justifying 
us, God freely and openly declares the sinner, as one who has completely satisfied the demands 
of the law. God looks at the sinner as if he had never sinned, as if the sinner has kept the whole 
law perfectly all his life. These are the two elements of justification, negative and positive. The 
negative element declares “just if I’d” never sinned. The positive element declares “just if I’d” 
been righteous as Christ. Justification is both to be declared “just if I’d” never sinned and also 
“just if I’d” been righteous as Christ.

The question now is how could God justify the ungodly? How can a holy, pure, just, righteous, 
all-knowing, and all-wise God justify a guilty sinner? How can a just God justify unrighteous 
sinners who deserve nothing but condemnation and curse? How can He justify them and not 



violate justice? What is it that enables Him to be just when He justifies sinners? The answer is 
Substitution! This brings us to the next main heading which is …

II – The Method of Justification 
The ground or basis whereby God can justify a guilty sinner is substitution. 
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, [the innocent for 
the guilty, the righteous for the condemned] that he might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

Jesus Christ, the righteous took our place, the unrighteous. Instead of you and me paying for our 
sins, dying for our sins, Christ did it. He was punished for you and me. He suffered and died for 
us because of our sins and guilt. 
Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.
Here we are told that we are justified by His blood, in other words, the ground or basis by which 
we are justified is by the substitutionary sacrifice and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
took our place, shed His blood for our sins. He was crucified, died, was buried, and rose again 
for our justification.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.

Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
Jesus Christ was made a curse for us, was made sin for us that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him, that is, that His righteousness might be put to our account. God places 
our guilt upon the account of Jesus Christ and places Christ’s righteousness upon our 
account. My sins became His and His righteousness became mine.

But understand that God does not justify ungodly randomly. The benefit of the substitutionary 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ does not automatically justify the ungodly. There is a means by which 
we obtain the benefit of the perfect sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is a means by which 
the righteousness of Christ is put to our account. This brings us to the next heading which is ....

III - The Means of Justification 
What is the means by which we may receive the benefit of the perfect sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? How is the righteousness of Christ put to our account? 
Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.
It is amazing enough to read that God justifies the ungodly, right? But then we also read that God 
justifies the ungodly that works not. 

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not ... 



Justification is not on the grounds of works. As the apostle Paul clearly established and proven 
that all the world stands before God guilty, and no man is able to justify himself. Justification 
does not come to those who work for it, but justification comes to people who do no work what-
soever to attain it. Obviously, this is very offensive specially to highly moral or religious people. 
We naturally think justification ought to go to the good, to the religious, to the church-goers, to 
those who are trying to do their best and not to the ungodly!

But the clear teaching of the Scripture is that salvation or justification is attained apart from 
works or apart from the law.
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
The law here is the law of Moses, and summarized in the Ten Commandments. The law cannot 
justify us. The law only reveals our sins and sinfulness. No one can be justified by keeping the 
law. 

Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law.
What God is telling us in this passage and many other verses, is that none of us is going to be 
justified by anything good that we do, no matter how good we are, and for there is none right-
eous no not one, there is no one good enough to be justified.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: 9: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6: Which he shed on 
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7: That being justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
It is clear that the righteousness of God is not attained by human efforts. It is not attained by 
working to earn it. 

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not ... 
The Puritan John Owens puts it this way,  “To say, he who worketh not is justified through believ-
ing, is to say that his works, whatever they be, have no influence in his justification, nor has God, 
in justifying him, any respect unto them. Wherefore he alone who worketh not, is the subject of 
justification, the person to be justified. That is, God considers no man’s works, no man’s duties of 
obedience, in his justification; seeing we are justified freely by His grace”

If justification is not by works, what is it then? What is the means by which we may receive the 
benefits of the perfect sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ? How is the righteousness of Christ put 
to our account? Let’s go back to our text ... 



Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.
The means by which the righteousness of Christ is put to our account is faith and faith alone. 
Faith is the instrument by which the benefit of Christ’s work on the cross is applied to us. Faith is 
the instrument by which the very righteousness of Christ is put to our account.

Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
God has ordained that His righteousness would be received by the means of faith. That is, 
through belief and trust on the Lord Jesus Christ, God would put His own perfect righteousness 
to believer’s account. 
Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law.
It is faith alone apart from the keeping of the law that an ungodly person is justified. 

Romans 9:30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, 
have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 31: But Israel, which 
followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 32: Where-
fore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stum-
bled at that stumblingstone; 33: As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock 
of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
The Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the right-
eousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of 
righteousness. Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but they sought it by the works of the 
law. In order to be justified before God, we must come on His terms and His terms is faith on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We must come to God just as we are.

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 



Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ:

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 
Please understand that God does not justify the ungodly because they are ungodly. And also, 
God does not justify the ungodly randomly. The ungodly people that God justifies are those who 
works not but believes on Him the justifies the ungodly.

Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. 2: For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3: 
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own right-
eousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4: For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
The ungodly people that God justifies are those who look away from self, who renounce their 
own righteousness, and lay hold of Christ and His righteousness. 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found; 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 

Is this your song? Is this your story? Is this your testimony? If not, why not? 

Closing Thoughts 
An evangelist by the name of Ebenezer Wooten tells a story about a young man who approached 
him after he closed his sermon and asked, “Mr. Wooten, what must I do to be saved?” Sensing 
that the young man was trusting his own righteousness, the evangelist gave him a surprising an-
swer, “It’s too late!” The young man was stunned. “Oh, don’t say that, sir!” But the evangelist 
insisted, “It’s too late!” Then, looking the young man in the eye, he continued, “You want to know 
what you must do to be saved. I tell you it’s too late now or any other time. The work of salvation 
is done, completed, finished! It was finished on the cross.” Then he explained that our part is 
simply to acknowledge our sin and receive by faith the gift of forgiveness. 

Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness. 



Oh, come to Him and believe Him who justifies the ungodly. He will save you. He will justify 
you. He will forgive your sins. He will declare you righteous. He will take you to Heaven when 
you die. This He will do, regardless of who you have been and what have done. He will justify 
you not because you are godly or ungodly, but because Christ died for the ungodly.

Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7: 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die. 8: But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9: Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. 

Nothing in my hand I bring,  
Simply to the cross I cling;  

Naked, come to thee for dress;  
Helpless, look to thee for grace;  

Foul, I to the fountain fly;  
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.

Now, to those by the grace of God know for sure that they have been justified by His blood and 
by faith, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2) 
Live for God who justified you by His blood, who justified you by His grace, and who justified 
you by faith. Live for Jesus Christ for that’s the only kind of life worth living for! 

AMEN!


